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the Vatican realized the prudence of avoiding inter-
pretations of the Syllabus which might result in the loss
of so valuable an asset as its latest convert,

The popularity of the Disraeli Administration reached
its high-water mark at the Berlin Congress of 1878,
but it began soon after to subside.    Embarrassments
gathered about the Government.    The wary hand of
the Premier showed signs of losing its cunning, and
" prancing pro-Consuls " in  India and South Africa
gave  applications   to   his   maxim   of  " Imperium  et
Libertas"   which  seriously   upset   the   peace   of  the
Empire and irritated the public.   The hopes of the
Liberals revived, and an energetic campaign against
the Government was set on foot,    Ripon needed no
persuasion   to   throw   himself   and   his   rehabilitated
political  character  energetically  into   the  new fight.
His almost unreasoning hatred of Dizzy had only been
sharpened by the history of the last four years.    More-
over, his sound knowledge of Indian affairs and his
experience at the India Office had convinced him of
the unwisdom, and worse, of the policy which had led
to the Afghan War*    In all the party councils which
met at Devonshire House at this period, he was an
active and trusted participant,  and he formed with
Northbrook and Halifax a sort of sub-committee which
framed and directed the whole Indian policy of the
Opposition.1   His path to office in the event of a change
of Government was, however, no longer clear before
him.   On the one hand, he feared that Hartington's
leadership was a failure, and that Liberals could gain
little inspiration from it.*   On the other hand, he was
still sore with Gladstone on Roman Catholic grounds,
and   had   even   persuaded   himself   that   Gladstone's
retirement from the leadership in 1875 was a desertion
of his party.8   So inextricable seemed these perplexities

1 Letters, 1878-9, fa$$im.

3 Diary, December 2 and 7, 3878.

* Ibid., December 27, 1878.